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From: Brad Somers
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: CRT testing and SBAC
Date: Monday, September 30, 2013 7:32:10 PM


As a technology director in Montana public schools I write to support
the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from
Superintendent Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in
the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) field test in the
spring of 2014.  The approved waiver would permit students to take the
new online assessment rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test
(CRT).  Eliminating the requirement for the CRT would provide the
following benefits to education in Montana:
1.     Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing
of students;
2.    Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine
gaps and needs;
3.    Provide professional development for teachers as they review the
delivery, content, vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;
4.    Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015
assessment; and
5.    Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana
classrooms.
6.    Allow schools to focus on the technology needs to provide support
the future of students.


Brad Somers
Technology Services Director
Bozeman School District
Bozeman MT.
406-522-6033



mailto:brad.somers@bsd7.org

mailto:OPIWaivers@mt.gov






From: Laurie Huffman
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: CRT
Date: Monday, September 30, 2013 8:19:02 PM
Attachments: CRT.docx


Please see attached message.


-- 
Laurie Huffman, Principal
Garfield Elementary School
1015 Milwaukee
Miles City, MT  59301
ph:  406-234-4310
fax: 406-234-4311



mailto:lhuffman@milescity.k12.mt.us

mailto:OPIWaivers@mt.gov
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To Whom It May Concern,





I write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from Superintendent Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014.  The approved waiver would permit students to take the new online assessment rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT).  Eliminating the requirement for the CRT would provide the following benefits to education in Montana:





1.  Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students;


2. Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and needs;


3. Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery, content, vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;


4. Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment; and


5. Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana classrooms.





Sincerely,





Laurie Huffman, Principal


Garfield Elementary School


1015 Milwaukee St


Miles City, MT  59301










From: Kelly Maki
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: NO Double Testing
Date: Monday, September 30, 2013 10:21:57 PM


I write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from Superintendent
Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the Smarter Balanced Assessment
Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014.  The approved waiver would permit students to
take the new online assessment rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT). 
Eliminating the requirement for the CRT would provide the following benefits to education in
Montana:


1.      Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students;
2.      Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and needs;
3.      Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery, content,


vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;
4.      Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment; and
5.      Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana classrooms.


 
 
Kelly Maki, Principal
Meadow Lark School
2204 Fox Farm Road
Great Falls, MT  59404
ph:  406 268 7300
 



mailto:kelly_maki@gfps.k12.mt.us
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From: Kerry Parsons
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: No Double Testing Waiver
Date: Monday, September 30, 2013 8:38:11 PM


I write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from Superintendent
Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the Smarter Balanced Assessment
Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014.  The approved waiver would permit students to
take the new online assessment rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT). 
Eliminating the requirement for the CRT would provide the following benefits to education in
Montana:


1.        Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students;
2.       Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and needs;
3.       Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery, content,


vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;
4.       Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment; and
5.       Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana classrooms.


 
 
Kerry Parsons- Principal
East Middle School
4040 Central Avenue
Great Falls, Montana 59405
(406)268-6503 (office)
(406)268-6524 (Fax)
 



mailto:Kerry_Parsons@gfps.k12.mt.us
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From: Kirk Miller
To: OPI Waivers
Cc: Kirk Miller
Subject: No Double Testing Waiver Letter from SAM
Date: Monday, September 30, 2013 6:48:00 PM
Attachments: MT No Double Testing SAM Letter 10-1-13.pdf


Please see the attached letter on behalf of School Administrators of Montana.


Kirk


-- 


Kirk J. Miller


Executive Director


School Administrators of Montana


900 No. Montana Avenue, Suite A-4


Helena, MT 59601


406-442-2510


406-442-2518 Fax


http://www.sammt.org


SAM...Educational leaders, advocates for youth


 



mailto:samkm@sammt.org

mailto:OPIWaivers@mt.gov

mailto:samkm@sammt.org
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SCHOOL ADMINISTRATORS OF MONTANA 



Educational Leaders...Advocates for Youth 



 (406) 442-2510 Phone 



(406) 442-2518 Fax 



900 No. Montana Avenue, Suite A-4  



Helena,  Montana 59601 



 
 



October 1, 2013 



 



Deborah S. Delisle 



Assistant Secretary 



Office of Elementary and Secondary Education 



400 Maryland Ave, SW 



Washington, DC 20202 



 



Dear Assistant Secretary Delisle: 



The Montana Office of Public Instruction (OPI) has proposed to field test the assessments related to the  new 



Smarter Balanced Achievement Consortium reading/language arts and mathematics content areas aligned to 



rigorous college- and career-ready standards in the spring of the 2013–2014 school year,.  Their proposal 



includes the desire to test all students in Montana in grades 3-8 and 11 with the exceptions of students 



continuing to take the current Science assessment in grades 4, 8, and 10 and the CRT Alternate assessment for 



qualifying students with disabilities. 



We, representing the School Administrators of Montana, believe this is good for the students, teachers, and 



schools in Montana as it will maximize instructional time in our classrooms this school year as well as provide 



an important opportunity for schools to assess their  computer hardware and network infrastructure to identify 



and respond to gaps and needs. Further we believe this action will offer a critical professional development 



opportunity for teachers as they review the delivery, content, vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment 



in preparation for the official rollout of those assessments in 2015.  Also this move will afford the most 



effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment; and equally important students will be assessed 



on the standards being taught in Montana classrooms today. 



We hope that you will give the OPI proposal your serious consideration in as timely a manner as possible as 



Superintendent Juneau has shared her intent with education leaders around the state and we are awaiting your 



decision regarding this request. 



Respectfully, 



 
 



Kirk J. Miller, Ed.D. 



Executive Director 



School Administrators of Montana 













From: Peter Fusaro
To: OPI Waivers
Cc: Dan Zorn; Darlene Schottle; Callie Langohr
Subject: No Double Testing
Date: Monday, September 30, 2013 7:07:18 PM


Dear OPI:
 


I am writing in support of the waiver to be sent from Superintendent
Denise Juneau to the U.S. Department of Education to eliminate double testing
of Montana students in the spring of 2014.  By eliminating the MontCAS
(except Science) and including all students in the field test of the Smarter
Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC), there will be more instructional
time for students and less time spent on administration of tests.


I believe that by having all students participate in the field testing of the
new SBAC, the tests will provide valuable experience for students, teachers,
and administrators so they will better know what to expect the next year.  It is
also a good idea to have all our students and schools represented in the field
testing to make sure it is well-suited and fair to students in our state.


I also support maintaining the improvement status of schools from the
2012-2013 school year.  School improvement will continue to be supported
and educators and students will continue to benefit from those efforts.
 
Sincerely,
 
Peter J. Fusaro
Principal, FHS
 


 
“Be true to your work, your word, and your friend.”
  -Henry David Thoreau
 


Scanned with Barracuda Firewall Systems.     
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From: Rex Weltz
To: OPI Waivers
Cc: Linda Reksten; Scott Wilson; William Appleton
Subject: No double testing
Date: Monday, September 30, 2013 8:09:26 PM


OPI


I am writing in support of the waiver to be sent from Superintendent Denise Juneau to the U.S.
Department of Education to eliminate double testing of Montana students in the spring of 2014.  By
eliminating the MontCAS (except Science)and including all students in the field test of the Smarter
Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC), there will be more instructional time for students and less
time spent on administration of tests.


I think having all students participate in the field testing of the new SBAC tests will provide valuable
experience for students, teachers, and administrators so they will better know what to expect the next
year.  It is also a good idea to have all our students and schools represented in the field testing to make
sure it is well-suited and fair to students in our state.


I also support maintaining the improvement status of schools from the 2012-2013 school year.  School
improvement will continue to be supported and educators and students will continue to benefit from
those efforts.


Rex M. Weltz
Principal Polson High School



mailto:rweltz@polson.k12.mt.us
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From: Susan Metcalf
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Public comment on double testing waiver
Date: Monday, September 30, 2013 8:09:59 PM


I write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from
Superintendent Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the Smarter
Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014.  The approved
waiver would permit students to take the new online assessment rather than the Montana
Criterion Referenced Test (CRT).  Eliminating the requirement for the CRT would provide
the following benefits to education in Montana:


<!--[if !supportLists]-->1.     <!--[endif]--> Add instructional time for students by
eliminating double testing of students;


<!--[if !supportLists]-->2.     <!--[endif]-->Test computer hardware and network
infrastructure to determine gaps and needs;


<!--[if !supportLists]-->3.     <!--[endif]-->Provide professional development for
teachers as they review the delivery, content, vocabulary, and structure of the
SBAC assessment;


<!--[if !supportLists]-->4.     <!--[endif]-->Provide a more effective and efficient
transition to the 2014-2015 assessment; and


<!--[if !supportLists]-->5.     <!--[endif]-->Students will be assessed on the standards
being taught in Montana classrooms.


 
Susan Metcalf
Sweet Grass County Superintendent of Schools
Box 1310 
Big Timber, MT  59011
office: 932-5147, home: 932-4572, cell: 930-1643



mailto:sgcountysuperintendent@yahoo.com
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From: Janet Hanson
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: RE: Request to opt out of CRT
Date: Monday, September 30, 2013 7:34:51 PM
Attachments: Request to opt out of CRT.docx


I attach a letter supporting Denise Juneau's request for districts to opt out of the
CRT.


Janet Hanson, superintendent St. Regis School District #1
406-649-2311


Confidentiality Notice: The information in this e-mail and any attachments thereto is
intended for the named recipient(s) only. This e-mail, including any attachments,
may contain information that is privileged and confidential and subject to legal
restrictions and penalties regarding its unauthorized disclosure or other use. If you
are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying,
distribution, or the taking of any action or inaction in reliance on the contents of this
e-mail and any of its attachments is STRICTLY PROHIBITED. If you have received
this e-mail in error, please immediately notify the sender via return e-mail; delete
this e-mail and all attachments from your e-mail system and your computer system
and network; and destroy any paper copies you may have in your possession. Thank
you for your cooperation.
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St. Regis Public School District #1


			TRUSTEES


Carol Young, Chair


Shelly Dunlap , V. Chair


Joe Connolly


Brant Moeller


Charlee Thompson


			     90 Tiger Street


     P.0 Box 280


     St. Regis, MT 59866


     Phone (406) 649-2311


     Fax (406) 649-2788


     Website: stregisschool.org


			ADMINISTRATION


Janet Hanson, Superintendent


Brent Nice, Principal


Tina Hill, Business Manager


Tyler Hurley, A.D.


Linda Jensen, Secretary


Shelley Melin, Admin. Asst.











September 30, 2013





I write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from Superintendent Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014.  The approved waiver would permit students to take the new online assessment rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT).  Eliminating the requirement for the CRT would provide the following benefits to education in Montana:


1.  Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students;


1. Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and needs;


1. Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery, content, vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;


1. Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment; and


1. Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana classrooms.


As the superintendent of a K-12 school district I represent 43 staff members. I believe it is in the best interests of the school district, students, teachers, and families, to allow our students to opt out of the CRT and participate in the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium as a pilot study. 





Sincerely,





Janet Hanson, superintendent


[bookmark: _GoBack]406-649-2311
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From: Venus Dodson
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: SBAC request and Common Core
Date: Monday, September 30, 2013 7:19:15 PM


I am writing in support of the waiver to be sent from Superintendent Denise Juneau
to the U.S. Department of Education to eliminate double testing of Montana students
in the spring of 2014.  By eliminating the MontCAS (except Science) and including all
students in the field test of the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC),
there will be more instructional time for students and less time spent on
administration of tests.


I think having all students participate in the field testing of the new SBAC tests will
provide valuable experience for students, teachers, and administrators so they will
better know what to expect the next year.  It is also a good idea to have all our
students and schools represented in the field testing to make sure it is well-suited
and fair to students in our state.


I also support maintaining the improvement status of schools from the 2012-2013
school year.  School improvement will continue to be supported and educators and
students will continue to benefit from those efforts.


I also support implementation of the Common Core State Standards and see them as
an improvement from current standards. 


-- 


Venus M. Dodson


Elementary Principal


Cut Bank Schools


Cut Bank, MT 59427


“Educating Everyone, Takes Everyone”


Work-406-873-5513 or 873-2411


Cell-406-391-5513


cbpsvmd@cutbankschools.net 



mailto:cbpsvmd@cutbankschools.net
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From: Clausen, Bruce
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: SBAC vs. CRT
Date: Monday, September 30, 2013 8:54:56 PM


I write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from
Superintendent Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the
Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014. 
The approved waiver would permit students to take the new online assessment
rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT).  Eliminating the
requirement for the CRT would provide the following benefits to education in
Montana:


1.       Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of
students;


2.      Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps
and needs;


3.      Provide professional development for teachers as they review the
delivery, content, vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;


4.      Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015
assessment; and


5.      Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana
classrooms.


Mr. Bruce Clausen, Principal @ Dawson County High School



mailto:clausenb@glendiveschools.org

mailto:OPIWaivers@mt.gov






From: Mikayla Hirschkorn
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: SBAC
Date: Monday, September 30, 2013 10:51:39 PM


To whom it may concern,
I am an 8th grade mathematics teacher in Laurel, MT.  I write to support the waiver request to the U.S.
Department of Education from Superintendent Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate
in the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014.  The approved
waiver would permit students to take the new online assessment rather than the Montana Criterion
Referenced Test (CRT).  Eliminating the requirement for the CRT would provide the following benefits to
education in Montana:


1.        Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students;


2.       Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and needs;


3.       Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery, content, vocabulary,
and structure of the SBAC assessment;


4.       Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment; and


5.       Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana classrooms.
Thank you for your time and consideration in this important matter.
Sincerely,
Mikayla Hirschkorn



mailto:mikayla_hirschkorn@laurel.k12.mt.us
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From: Tara Thielman
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium
Date: Monday, September 30, 2013 8:20:16 PM


I write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from
Superintendent Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the
Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014.
 The approved waiver would permit students to take the new online assessment
rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT).  Eliminating the
requirement for the CRT would provide the following benefits to education in
Montana:


Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students;
Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and
needs;
Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery,
content, vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;
Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015
assessment; and
Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana
classrooms.


Tara Thielman
Utterback Middle School Principal
Conrad, MT


1.
2.


3.


4.


5.
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From: Grissom, Gordon
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Smarter Balanced Assessments
Date: Monday, September 30, 2013 9:13:55 PM


To Whom It May Concern:


As a principal and educator of a middle school in Montana, I am writing in support of
the waiver to be sent from Superintendent Denise Juneau to the U.S. Department of
Education to eliminate double testing of Montana students in the spring of 2014.  By
eliminating the MontCAS (except Science) and including all students in the field test
of the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC), there will be more
instructional time for students and less time spent on administration of tests.
 Doubling the number of assessments administered to our students is not in the best
interest of their learning; the cost does not validate the possible benefits.


I think having all students participate in the field testing of the new SBAC tests will
provide valuable experience for students, teachers, and administrators so they will
better know what to expect the next year.  It is also a good idea to have all our
students and schools represented in the field testing to make sure it is well-suited
and fair to students in our state.  The long-term benefits are inarguable.


I also support maintaining the improvement status of schools from the 2012-2013
school year.  School improvement will continue to be supported and educators and
students will continue to benefit from those efforts.


Respectfully,
Gordon Grissom
-- 
Gordon Grissom
Principal
Sacajawea Middle School
406.522.6477



mailto:gordon.grissom@bsd7.org
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From: Glenda Armstrong
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Students SBAC
Date: Monday, September 30, 2013 11:04:07 PM


I write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from
Superintendent Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the
Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014.
 The approved waiver would permit students to take the new online assessment
rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT).  Eliminating the
requirement for the CRT would provide the following benefits to education in
Montana:


Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students;
Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and
needs;
Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery,
content, vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;
Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015
assessment; and
Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana
classrooms.


Sent from my iPad
Glenda Armstrong 
Elrod Elementary Principal 


Scanned with Barracuda Firewall Systems.     


1.
2.


3.


4.


5.



mailto:armstrongg@sd5.k12.mt.us

mailto:OPIWaivers@mt.gov






From: Dean Jardee
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for Waiver Request
Date: Monday, September 30, 2013 10:41:43 PM


October 1, 2013


To Whom It May Concern,


As a homeowner and taxpayer, parent of two teenage children, and Montanan
educator, I am writing to share my support of the waiver request to the U.S.
Department of Education from Superintendent Denise Juneau to allow Montana
students to participate in the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium field test in
the spring of 2014. 


Many years ago when the No Child Left Behind portion of the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act was enacted, it proved to have good intent, but came with
knowledge that as we neared the 2014 testing period, more and more schools would
not meet adequate yearly progress.  I work at a school that has met AYP every
single year until this year.  I am naturally an optimist, but in all reality, there is no
way that schools will be able to meet the 100% student proficiency expectation in
2014.  It is also a fact that because of Montana’s adoption of the Common Core
Standards, schools will be required to test differently beginning in 2014.  If the
waiver is not requested and granted, Montana schools will be administering two
major standardized assessments within a 2-3 month period.  This is incredibly
stressful for students and staff members and wastes valuable instructional time. 


I support an approved waiver because it would permit students to take the new
online assessment rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test.  Doing so
would result in the following:


1.)    Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of
students;


2.)    Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps
and needs;


3.)    Provide professional development for teachers as they review the
delivery, content, vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;


4.)    Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015
assessment; and


5.)    Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana
classrooms.


I urge you to seriously consider this waiver request.  As an educator of 17 years, a
parent of 16 years, an adjunct professor of assessment classes in the Montana
University System, and an advocate of student learning, I truly believe this waiver
request and approval is the best solution for Montana children. 


Sincerely,



mailto:djardee@vaughnschool.com
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Dean V. Jardee 


-- 








From: Joette Speake
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for the waiver request
Date: Monday, September 30, 2013 7:41:00 PM


I write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from
Superintendent Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the
Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014. 
The approved waiver would permit students to take the new online assessment rather
than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT).  Eliminating the requirement for
the CRT would provide the following benefits to education in Montana:
 


1.      Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of
students;


2.     Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and
needs;


3.     Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery,
content, vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;


4.     Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015
assessment; and


5.     Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana
classrooms.


Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joette J. Speake
Director of Elementary & Secondary Education
K-12 Curriculum Director
Professional Development Coordinator
Assessment Director
Title I, II & VII Federal Programs Manager
Homelessness Coordinator
Colstrip Public Schools
PO Box 159
216 Olive
Colstrip, MT 59323
IBCLC: 406-748-4699, ext. 2348
IBCLC FAX: 406-748-2848
Cell: 406-740-0548


Education is learning what you didn't even know you didn't know. - Daniel J. Boorstin, Democracy and
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Its Discontents
 
You learn something every day if you pay attention. - Ray LeBlond
 
Human brain is the most outstanding object in world. It functions 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. It
functions right from the time we are born, and stops only when we enter the examination hall.
–Azgraybebly Josland
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From: Jane Gregoire
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support of avoiding double testing
Date: Monday, September 30, 2013 7:49:02 PM
Attachments: image001.png


Against double testing.docx


Please see attached.  We would like to use the SBAC format and also avoid student test fatigue.  Thank you for your consideration of the proposal.
 
Jane Gregoire
Principal, Great Falls High School
Phone 406-268-6313


 



mailto:Jane_Gregoire@gfps.k12.mt.us

mailto:OPIWaivers@mt.gov









I write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from Superintendent Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014.  The approved waiver would permit students to take the new online assessment rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT).  Eliminating the requirement for the CRT would provide the following benefits to education in Montana:


1.  Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students;


2. Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and needs;


3. Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery, content, vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;


4. Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment


5. Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana classrooms; and


6. Avoid student test fatigue while providing a picture of the next generation of testing


[bookmark: _GoBack]







From: Don Christman
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Waiver of Support
Date: Monday, September 30, 2013 8:38:20 PM
Attachments: WaiverSupportDoc.pdf


Please find attached my document supporting the requested waiver
concerning assessment of Montana students.


-- 
Don Christman
Assistant Principal
Lockwood Elementary K-5


                     "What would you attempt to do if you knew you could not fail?"                                               
                                                                                                                                                


CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  The information contained in this message is legally privileged and confidential information intended only
for the use of the individual or entity named above.  If the reader of the message is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified
that any release, dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this
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My	
  name	
  is	
  Don	
  Christman,	
  Assistant	
  Principal	
  and	
  Assessment	
  Coordinator	
  for	
  Lockwood	
  School	
  
District	
  in	
  Lockwood,	
  MT.	
  	
  Our	
  district	
  is	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  largest	
  K-­‐8	
  districts	
  in	
  the	
  state	
  of	
  Montana.	
  	
  Our	
  
state	
  has	
  prided	
  itself	
  in	
  developing	
  meaningful	
  assessment	
  designed	
  to	
  provide	
  data	
  to	
  improve	
  
instructional	
  delivery.	
  	
  	
  I	
  write	
  to	
  support	
  the	
  waiver	
  request	
  to	
  the	
  U.S.	
  Department	
  of	
  Education	
  from	
  
Superintendent	
  Denise	
  Juneau	
  to	
  allow	
  Montana	
  students	
  to	
  participate	
  in	
  the	
  Smarter	
  Balanced	
  
Assessment	
  Consortium	
  (SBAC)	
  field	
  test	
  in	
  the	
  spring	
  of	
  2014.	
  	
  The	
  approved	
  waiver	
  would	
  permit	
  
students	
  to	
  take	
  the	
  new	
  online	
  assessment	
  rather	
  than	
  the	
  Montana	
  Criterion	
  Referenced	
  Test	
  (CRT).	
  	
  
Eliminating	
  the	
  requirement	
  for	
  the	
  CRT	
  would	
  provide	
  the	
  following	
  benefits	
  to	
  education	
  in	
  Montana:	
  



1. 	
  Add	
  instructional	
  time	
  for	
  students	
  by	
  eliminating	
  double	
  testing	
  of	
  students;	
  
2. Test	
  computer	
  hardware	
  and	
  network	
  infrastructure	
  to	
  determine	
  gaps	
  and	
  needs;	
  
3. Provide	
  professional	
  development	
  for	
  teachers	
  as	
  they	
  review	
  the	
  delivery,	
  content,	
  



vocabulary,	
  and	
  structure	
  of	
  the	
  SBAC	
  assessment;	
  
4. Provide	
  a	
  more	
  effective	
  and	
  efficient	
  transition	
  to	
  the	
  2014-­‐2015	
  assessment;	
  and	
  
5. Students	
  will	
  be	
  assessed	
  on	
  the	
  standards	
  being	
  taught	
  in	
  Montana	
  classrooms.	
  



I	
  strongly	
  urge	
  you	
  to	
  provide	
  Montana	
  the	
  opportunity	
  to	
  continue	
  its	
  development	
  of	
  meaningful	
  
assessment	
  by	
  approving	
  the	
  waiver	
  request	
  submitted	
  by	
  Superintendent	
  Juneau.	
  



	
  
Respectfully,	
  



Don	
  Christman	
  



Lockwood	
  School	
  



	
  













From: Orozco, Kate
To: OPI Waivers
Cc: Kirk Miller
Subject: double testing waiver
Date: Monday, September 30, 2013 8:28:41 PM


I am writing in support of the waiver to be sent from Superintendent Denise Juneau 
to the U.S. Department of Education to eliminate double testing of Montana students 
in the spring of 2014.  By eliminating the MontCAS (except Science) and including all 
students in the field test of the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC), 
there will be more instructional time for students and less time spent on 
administration of tests.


I think having all students participate in the field testing of the new SBAC tests will 
provide valuable experience for students, teachers, and administrators so they will 
better know what to expect the next year.  It is also a good idea to have all our 
students and schools represented in the field testing to make sure it is well-suited 
and fair to students in our state.


I also support maintaining the improvement status of schools from the 2012-2013 
school year.  School improvement will continue to be supported and educators and 
students will continue to benefit from those efforts.


Thank you for working so hard to support our students and schools!


Sincerely,


Kate Orozco
Superintendent
Whitefish Public Schools
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From: Lisa Rosberg
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: letter in support of CRT waiver
Date: Monday, September 30, 2013 7:55:15 PM
Attachments: Letter to OPI.doc


 
 
Lisa Rosberg
Principal, Sleeping Giant Middle School
301 View Vista Drive
Livingston, Montana  59047
(406) 222-3292
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_    Sleeping GIANT MIDDLE  SCHOOL ___


301 View Vista Drive  


Office: (406)222-3292
                                      Lisa Rosberg    Principal



Livingston, MT 59047


Fax:     (406)222-3512
                                 Elizabeth Quintana    Dean                                      



Dear State Superintendent Denise Juneau,


I am writing in support of the waiver to be sent from Superintendent Denise Juneau to the U.S. Department of Education to eliminate double testing of Montana students in the spring of 2014.  By eliminating the MontCAS (except Science) and including all students in the field test of the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC), there will be more instructional time for students and less time spent on administration of tests.



I think having all students participate in the field testing of the new SBAC tests will provide valuable experience for students, teachers, and administrators so they will better know what to expect the next year.  It is also a good idea to have all our students and schools represented in the field testing to make sure it is well-suited and fair to students in our state.



I also support maintaining the improvement status of schools from the 2012-2013 school year.  School improvement will continue to be supported and educators and students will continue to benefit from those efforts.



Respectfully,



Lisa Rosberg



~ Sleeping Giant Middle School is a place of infinite possibilities ~


Ann Gannon and Barbara Teachout
                                  
                                                                               Brian Kessler


Counselors                                                
                              
                                                                            Activities Director











From: Mike Zoanni
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: no to double testing
Date: Monday, September 30, 2013 8:40:03 PM
Attachments: No Double Testing.docx


Please see attachment.


-- 
Respectfully,
Mike Zoanni, Principal
East Side School
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[bookmark: _GoBack]I write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from Superintendent Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014.  The approved waiver would permit students to take the new online assessment rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT).  Eliminating the requirement for the CRT would provide the following benefits to education in Montana:


1.  Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students;


2. Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and needs;


3. Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery, content, vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;


4. Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment; and


5. Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana classrooms.







From: John Rouse
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: waiver support letter
Date: Monday, September 30, 2013 7:19:49 PM
Attachments: waiver.support.letter.093013.doc


Attached is my letter of support for the assessment waiver.


John Rouse



mailto:johnr@bps.k12.mt.us

mailto:OPIWaivers@mt.gov



[image: image1.png]




    Browning Public Schools



       Superintendent’s Office



                  129 First Avenue S.E.



         P.O. Box 610



                 Browning, MT  59417



               Phone: (406) 338-2715 ( Fax: (406) 338-3200
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To Whom It May Concern:


I am writing in support of the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from Superintendent Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014.  The approved waiver would permit students to take the new online assessment rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT).  Eliminating the requirement for the CRT would provide the following benefits to education in Montana:



1.  Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students;



2. Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and needs;



3. Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery, content, vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;



4. Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment; and



5. Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana classrooms.



Sincerely,



John P. Rouse


John P. Rouse



Superintendent of Schools
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